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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SOEIA 0902 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PEOR, BU,US 
SUBJECT: POPOV VISIT TO US 

REP: STATE 141389 

1 . WE SEE NO REASON WHY LOSS OF MINISTERIAL RESPONSI- 
BILITIES SHOULD EFFECT POPOV'S VISIT TO US. HE WAS 
NOT COMING TO US AS MINISTER OF MACHINE BUILDING 
BUT MORE AS DEPUTY CHAIRMAN COUNCIL OP MINISTERS, 
POLITBURO MEMBER AND ZHIVKOV CONFIDANTE, FUNCTIONS 
WHICH HE STILL HOLDS. 

2. COMMENT: WE UNDERSTAND FROM EXCELLENT SOURCE 
THAT POPOV VISIT TO US WAS ANNOUNCED AT CURRENT 
BCP PLENUM. 
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